
20230730 Wisdom for living 

- Actions, principle, anticipation - 

(Romans 13:1-14) 

 
1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 

except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God. 

2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what 

God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 
3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. 

Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right 

and you will be commended. 
4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, 

be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s 

servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of 

possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 

their full time to governing. 

7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not 

murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other 

command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 

10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for 

you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 

when we first believed. 

12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds 

of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, 

not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about 

how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

 

1. The gospel truth (1-11) 

 

God reconciled us to Himself. Our part is to trust in Jesus we come to the Savior 

and Lord.  

(Savior means how God relates Himself to us. Lord means Who God is.) 

 

2. Live out the gospel truth in actions of love (12-16) 

 

The gospel truth compels us to have the eternal perspective. 

(God wants us to use everything given to us wisely as a way of investment for 

the purpose of God.) 

 

1 Timothy 6:17 
17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 

put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 

who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

 

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community… Let him who is not in 

community beware of being alone... Each by itself has profound perils and 

pitfalls. One who wants fellowship without solitude plunges into the void of 

words and feelings, and the one who seeks solitude without fellowship 

perishes in the abyss of vanity, self-infatuation and despair.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Life together” 

 

3. The character of our salvation is intrinsically cooperative. 

 

(1) The beginning of our salvation is cooperative. 

 

Romans 10:13-15 



13 For Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved. 

14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And 

how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can 

they hear about him unless someone tells them? 

15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the 

Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good 

news!” 

 

(2) Our spiritual growth in our salvation is cooperative. 

 

Ephesians 4:16 

16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own 

special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy 

and growing and full of love. 

 

(3) Our spiritual maturity in our salvation is cooperative. 

 

Ephesians 4:13 

13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge 

of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and 

complete standard of Christ. 

 

4. Our identification with Christ become visible only in our actions in love. 

 

John 13:35 

35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 

 

John 13:12-15 

12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, 

“Do you understand what I was doing? 

13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I 

am. 

14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to 

wash each other’s feet. 

15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 

 

5. The futility of the actions without love 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love 

others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 

possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, 

but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 

3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could 

boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 

 

6. The gospel truth calls for actions in love 

 

Romans 13:7 

7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

 

Acts 28:16-19 

16 When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to 

guard him. 

17 Three days later he called together the local Jewish leaders. When they had 

assembled, Paul said to them: “My brothers, although I have done nothing 

against our people or against the customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in 

Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 

18 They examined me and wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of 

any crime deserving death. 

19 The Jews objected, so I was compelled to make an appeal to Caesar. I 

certainly did not intend to bring any charge against my own people. 

 

7. Live as the children of Light 

 

Romans 13:10-14 



10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 

law. 

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for 

you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 

when we first believed. 

12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds 

of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and 

jealousy. 

14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about 

how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

 

“A Christian fellowship lives and exists by the intercession of its members for 

one another, or it collapses. I can no longer condemn or hate a brother for 

whom I pray, no matter how much trouble he causes me. His face, that 

hitherto may have been strange and intolerable to me, is transformed in 

intercession into the countenance of a brother for whom Christ died, the face 

of a forgiven sinner.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Life together” 

 

 


