
I AM INTERESTED IN TAKING A 
CLASS FOR MY SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH. 
 

(    )  Membership 101 
(    )  Maturity 201 
(    )  Ministry 301 
(    )  Mission/Evangelism 401 
 
OTHER CLASSES  
(    )  Foundations for basic Christian  
        doctrines  
(    )  Fresh Start for starting my faith in  
        Christ 
(    )  How to do daily Quiet Time with 
        God 
 
NEED TO TALK TO A PASTOR? 
(    )  I would like to talk with a 
         pastor to understand the biblical 
         view on a subject. 
(    )  I would like to know what it  
         means to be a member of MBF  
         (NVCCC) 
 

ANY OTHER QUESTION? LET US 
KNOW, PLEASE. 

DARING TO IMAGINE 
Proverbs 4:23; 1 Corinthians 2:9 (June 30, 2024) 

...have heard from the one who sent me, and he is completely truthful.” 
27 But they still didn’t understand that he was talking about his Father. 
28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man on the cross, then 
you will understand that I AM he. I do nothing on my own but say only what the 
Father taught me. 
29 And the one who sent me is with me—he has not deserted me. For I always 
do what pleases him.” 
30 Then many who heard him say these things believed in him. 
31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if 
you remain faithful to my teachings. 
32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
TWO PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS FOR THIS SERIES 
 
1. Our idea of Christ, our mental picture of this marvelous and wondrous 
Figure must be right. For this we need to guard our idea of Christ from: 
 

(1) Manmade religious ideas of Christ 
(2) Somewhat soft and sentimental image of Christ that comes from some of 
our traditional hymns 
(3) Our own mental picture of Him 
 

Hebrews 13:8 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 

Solution: Go back to the original source over and over again – The Gospels in 
the New Testament – to have the right picture of Christ as our mental image of 
Him. 
 

2. Jesus was revealing, in this present time-and-space setup, the nature 
and the character of God - in so far as He can be revealed in a human being.  
 

John 14:8-9 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9 Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t 
know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are 
you asking me to show him to you? 
 
PREPARATION FOR THIS SERIES 
 

1. Bring into the open our own conception of Christ.  
2. Start reading the gospels again.  

5. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“If you need wisdom, just ask God for it, because He is generous and enjoys 
giving to everyone. But when you ask God, you must believe in faith and not 
doubt for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven 
back and forth, and tossed about by the wind.  Such doubters cannot decide 
about anything they do, so they should not imagine receiving anything from the 
Lord.”  James 1:5-7  
 
“The man said ‘Please heal my son if you can.’ Jesus replied ‘What do you 
mean, “If I can?” Anything is possible IF a person believes.’ The father replied, 
‘I do believe, but help me not to doubt!’”  Mark 9:21-24 (NLT)  
 
6. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper who will be with you 
forever. That helper is the Spirit of Truth...you’ll know him, because he lives 
with you and will be IN you!”  John 14:16-17 (GW)  
 
“Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your law... Help me understand 
the meaning of your commandments, and I will meditate on your wonderful mir-
acles.”  Psalm 119:27 (NLT)  
 

THE KEY: ___________________________________ 
 
“The Sovereign Lord has given me his words of wisdom, so I know what to say 
to all these weary ones. Morning by morning he wakens me and opens my un-
derstanding to his will.”  Isaiah 50:4 (NLT)  
 
7. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“To your faith, add goodness; and to your goodness, add knowledge; and to 
your knowledge, add self-control; and to your self-control, add patience; and to 
your patience, add service for God; and to your service for God, add kindness 
for your brothers and sisters in Christ; and to this kindness, add love for every-
one. IF all these things are in you and are growing, they will help you to be use-
ful and productive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But anyone who 
does not have these things cannot see clearly.”  2 Peter 1:5-9 (NCV)  
 
8. If a dream is from God, it will be connected somehow to 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

“If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your 
life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will find true life.”  Mark 
8:35 (NLT)  

3 Categories of imagination in the Bible: 
· Some things we shouldn’t imagine 
· Some things we can’t imagine 
· Some things we should imagine 
 

8 LIFE LESSONS on IMAGINATION 
 
1. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“...For as a man thinks in his heart, so he is.”  Proverbs 23:7 (KJV)  
 

“Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your thoughts.”   
Proverbs 4:23 (TEV)  
 
God’s warning about Babel 
“The Lord said, ‘Now that they are one people speaking one language; this is 
only the beginning of what they will do. Now nothing they have imagined they 
can do will be impossible for them!’”  Genesis 11:6 (Amp)  
 
2. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to 
happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see.”  
Hebrews 11:1 (NLT)  
 

“We set our eyes not on what we see but on what we cannot see. What we see 
will last only a short time, but what we cannot see will last forever.” 2 Corinthi-
ans 4:18 (NCV)  
 
3. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“May God enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see the hope that 
his calling holds for you.”  Ephesians 1:18 (NJB)  
 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  Proverbs 29:18 (KJV)  
 
4. _____________________________________________________________ 
 

“God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or 
guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around 
but by his Spirit working deeply and gently within us.”   
Ephesians 3:20-21 (MSG) 
   

Let the size of my God determine ______________________________ 

Questions for discussion 
 
1. Why is our thought life important? 
2. What are the sources for modern peo-

ple’s thought life and why is it im-
portant to choose the right ones for 
our thinking? 

3. What is the best way to shape the 
right thinking for God’s children?  

4. Does the idea of God having a dream 
for your life excite you or frighten you? 
Explain your answer. 

5. (Personal question) Courage is mov-
ing ahead in spite of your fear. What 
step of daring faith do you need to 
take this week to pursue God’s 
dream?  


